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Topic: Overcoming Fear 

Pictures given: Microphone, Stage, Piano keys 
 

By Caius Chin, Primary 4 2016 

 

Fear. 

I was getting more and more fearful as my turn approached.  I wished I had practised harder.  

I wished I had more time to practise.  I wished I could skip this. 

 A few weeks ago, I had joined this piano competition.  Now I wished that I did not sign up for 

this event as I was having butterflies in my stomach. 

 The host called out, “Number six! Caius Chin!” 

 I walked up onto the stage and saw a hundred pairs of eyes boring into me.  I felt a lump in 

my throat. 

 “Today, I am going to play…” I croaked meekly. 

 I suddenly could not remember the words that I wanted to say.  I desperately searched for 

the words in my mind.  By then, I was already shaking like a leaf. 

 “The Blue Danube,” I continued. 

 I walked towards the piano and sat down.  I tried to recall the notes to the song.  I took a 

deep breath and started playing. 

 After playing, I heard a roaring applause.  I bowed and walked down the stage.  I went back 

to my seat and waited patiently for the other competitors to finish playing their songs.  Finally, it was 

time for the host to announce the winners of the competition. 

 “John Tan, number one! Ten upon ten points!”   

 I did not hear the other names until the host said, “Caius Chin! Eight upon ten points!” 

 I did not hear the rest of the announcement again.  Then, the host started announcing the 

overall winners of the competitions. 

 “John Tan, first prize!  Jack Lam, second prize! Caius Chin, third prize!” 

 I was surprised to win and happy because I had overcome my fear.  I decided to join more 

competitions and gain more experience performing.  I realise that playing a piano on the stage was 

not so scary after all. 
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