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Topic: A Memorable Learning Journey 

Pictures given: The Singapore Zoo, The Science Centre, A Beach 

The rain had been failing continuously for the last three or four days. Bored 

out of my mind, I began tidying up my room and realised a piece of cloth was sticking 

from under my bedsheet. The text on the shirt read ‘Singapore Zoo’. A smile lit up 

my face as I recalled the time I visited Singapore Zoo. It all happened three months 

ago… 

 

 It was excursion day at the zoo! My class entered the gate and we noticed two 

huge gorillas standing near the boundary as some small children fed them bananas. 

One of them ambled about with a stick in its hand looking almost like a very hairy old 

man. The sight was so interesting! The zookeeper shared, “Did you know, gorillas 

and chimpanzees are the nearest relations of man in terms of evolution?” 

 

A distance ahead, we arrived at an aviary. The birds were kept in very large 

enclosures surrounded by wire gauze. Inside were trees, a small tank, a few 

water-pots etc as well as birds of numerous species. Their multi-coloured plumages 

were stunning! Some ducks and swans were swimming in the pond. Some 

brightly-hued flamingos also caught our attention. They were white with long, 

graceful necks.    

  

As we ventured further in, we came upon large enclosures with iron gates. 

Through them we could see a pair of lions. The very sight of their massive maws 

was frightening. A few small cubs were also playing inside it. As we ventured around, 

the guide explained how the Singapore Zoo did its best to recreate the animal’s 

natural habitats. Still, I thought that the lions were quite pitiable as they did not have 

much space to roam about compared to in their natural habitat, the savannah. 
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We then passed by a large enclosure bordered by a moat. At first sight, it 

appeared to be empty. But when we drew nearer and observed more keenly, I saw 

enormous rhinoceroses! We were told by a guide that the animal’s skin is very tough. 

Even a bullet could not pierce it. It was used for making shields. We were all 

surprised to learn this. Indeed, it was an impressive animal. 

 

 As we explored, the guide explained the feeding arrangement and diets for 

the different animals. For example, herbivores were kept in areas with left in grassy 

fields where they could graze freely. The guide explained that some of the animals 

did not like the artificial habitats as it was like living in a shoebox. Sometimes, they 

would fall ill or even suffer from depression. My heart filled with sadness when I 

thought about zoos in other countries that kept their animals locked up in cages.  

 

 Our final stop was the gift shop where I picked up a shirt to remember my time 

at the zoo. The zoo was a place of education as well as of entertainment. The trip 

was truly memorable. 

 

As I put down the shirt, I smiled. Perhaps after the rain ended, I would ask my 

mother to bring me to the zoo again.  

 
Jing Ru, P3 
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