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Topic: A Regrettable Decision 

Pictures given: A Fire, A CCTV camera, A child being scolded. 

Lincoln was a heavy smoker. One day, he was enjoying a puff at his kitchen 

window when the phone rang. Wondering who could that be, he rushed to the 

phone, leaving the cigarette on a plate on the wooden kitchen table. To his delight, it 

was his good friend, Tim.  

 

The two friends began chatting about their favourite movies and made plans 

to catch a film together. Lincoln was so engrossed in his conversation that he 

completely forgot about his cigarette that was still lit. 

 

 Suddenly, Lincoln smelled smoke. Surprised, he turned toward the direction of 

the smoke. To his horror, there was a fire on the kitchen table! He almost got a heart 

attack from the shock! The acrid smoke filled the kitchen within seconds and the 

smell made him nauseous. He immediately put down the phone and began shouting 

for help. He took a blanket and tried to use it to smother the fire but the cloth burned 

up on the spot. His face turned as white as sheet.              

 

 At this moment, Lincoln heard his neighbours outside. Terrified, he screamed, 

“Help! Help me! Fire!”  

 

One of them quickly called the Fire Department while the rest waited outside 

his house anxiously. Lincoln tried to escape. Alas, the house gate was locked. In his 

panic, he could not find the key. He was trapped! By now, the smoke was so thick 

that he could no longer make out his surroundings. The poor man thought that he 

was going to die and started bawling like a baby.  

 

“Help… help me, please…”   
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Thankfully, sirens were soon heard. A squad of firemen rushed up the 

building. Relief filled Lincoln. He was saved! A fireman used an axe to break the lock 

and rescued Lincoln out as fast as lightning. They brought him out of the building 

and calmed him down. A paramedic gave him water and began to treat his burn 

wounds. The other firemen managed to put out the fire.  

 

 Looking at the ruins of his house, Lincoln deeply regretted smoking in the 

house. He thanked his neighbours and the firemen for saving his life. He felt relieved 

that he was safe but was heartbroken over his burnt house. From that day onwards, 

he decided to quit smoking cold turkey.  
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