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Topic: Hard Work Paid Off 

Pictures given: A café, A boy working on a robot, A weighing scale. 

As Tim was getting his café ready, he found a photo of him with his old team. 

Forgotten memories started drifting back into his mind, and soon, he was back at his 

old work place. 

 

“I would like the mocha,” a customer said. 

 

“Sure!” Tim replied. 

 

When he handed the mocha to the customer, the man took a sip, but spat it 

out immediately. 

 

“That was disgusting!” he exclaimed. 

 

The customer picked up his bag and left immediately. Tim hung his head and 

went back to the counter. Unfortunately, the manager had witnessed the incident and 

took Tim off barista duty for the time being. 

 

“How am I supposed to open my own café if I can’t make tasty coffee?” he 

thought. 

 

Tim was determined to work hard. With his goal in mind, he trained himself in 

the art of coffee-brewing. He borrowed books from the library to study how to 

differentiate the coffee beans, which bean was the best for which brew, and the 

correct temperature to brew each coffee. It was difficult as there were many recipes 
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to memorise, but he would revise every night until he knew all the recipes like the 

back of his hand. 

 

He also decided to do some practical training after working hours and during 

his lunch break at the café. This included doing a blindfolded taste test to recognise 

the beans and practising making different brews until he knew them by heart. Other 

than trying the brews himself, he also asked his colleagues to provide feedback on 

how to improve. While training, there was once where he burnt himself and had to 

see the doctor. Thankfully, it was not too serious, so he could still go to work. His 

colleagues and boss were concerned about him, but he refused to give in, 

impressing everyone with his grit and tenacity. 

 

When spending such long hours on his feet made his body ache, Tim felt that 

it was important for him to be physically strong to withstand the toll that the work 

would take on his body. Although he did not like to exercise, he bit the bullet and 

started to jog and do weight training. On days when he would rather be lazing 

around at home with his favourite cup of coffee and a good book, Tim was willing to 

forgo this pleasure for his goal. 

 

Little by little, Tim saved money and gained expertise in brewing coffee. When 

he was allowed back on barista duty, many customers praised the drinks he made 

and even left him extra tips. 

 

The day came when he finally had enough money to open his own café. He 

quit his job and started his business. His expertise with coffee soon made his café a 

booming success. Tim was on cloud nine that he managed to make his dream come 

true by his sheer effort. Indeed, a journey of a thousand miles begins with one step. 

 

“Hi, could I get a latte?” a voice called out as Tim snapped back to reality. 
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“Coming!” Tim answered as he put the photo into his bag and rushed over. 

Starting a café was not the end to him working hard, for there was more to be done! 

 

Hannah, P4 
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